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Acrs ii. 38, 39. 


iO Repent and be baptized every one of 
| you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the 
remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; for the 
* promiſe is unto you and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God ſhall 
elle . 
THEN our Saviour was mentioning to 
his diſciples his departure to his Father 
they were troubled, and could not conſent to be 
left alone in the world without their dear Lord 
and Maſter, It was the more trying to them, 
who had hitherto entertained ſuch Jewiſh ideas 
about his reſtoring the kingdom to Iſrael, that 
he ſhould ſpeak of going away; but the Lord 
tells them it was expedient, - and bid them not be 
_ troubled ; for, ſaith he, I will not leave you 
cComfortleſs, I will come again to you,” you 
ſhall not be left orphans in the world; I will 
end you the Comforter, which is the Holy _ 


1 „ 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name. 

ow if I go not away the Comforter cannot 
come, but if I go I will ſend him unto you; he 
ſhall bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatfoever I have told you. He ſhall ſpeak of 
me. He ſhall glorify me. He ſhall take of mine 
and ſhew it unto you, He ſhall lead you into 


all truth, He ſhall abide with you for ever,” 


This could fatisfy them a little, but they undet- 


ſtood not rightly what he meant till he was riſen 


from the dead, and then he breathed on them and 
gave them his Spirit, and thus ſealed them to 


the day of redemption, and at once opened their 


underſtanding in the ſcriptures concerning him- 
ſelf and his kingdom. But as he continued to 


jnſtruct them in the forty days of his abode 
among them betore he aſcended, he 75 bid them 


wait for this promiſe of him and the Father, 


namely a pouring out of the Holy Ghoſt, to im- 


power and anoint them ambaſſadors and preach- 
ers of his goſpel, and which he ſaid ſhould hap- 
pen not many days hence. This ſaid, he bleſ- 

fed them, and was received up into heaven in 
' A&cordingly not long after, while all the apoſtles 


and brethren were with one accord together in a 
houſe in Jeruſalem, on a ſudden they heard a ſound 
from heaven like a mighty ruſhing wind, which 
flüllled the houſe where they were fitting, and there 
appeared as it were cloven tongues of fire, and ſat 
upon each of them, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and began to fpeak with tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. This happened in 
the morning, and was quickly noiſed about in the 
City; and as there were in Jeruſalem devout men 


„ eu 


but of every Nation under heaven, there came toge- 
ther a multitude of people who all heard in their own 
language, though thoſe whom they heard ſpeak were 
all Galileans, While they were of many nations and 
tongues; Now, as the ſerious part were amazed 
above meaſure, and glorified the wonderful work of 
God, ſome mocked and made their game, ſaying, 
they were full of new wine and drunken. Then the 
eleven apoſtles ſtood up, and Peter ſpoke and decla- 
red, that nore were drunken, ſince it was only nine 
o'clock in the mcrning, and therefore it could not be 
likely; but he faid, ©* This is that which was pro- 
miſed in the prophet Joel, In the laſt days, ſaith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all fleſh, and 
your ſons and your daughters ſhall prophecy, your 
young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your old men ſhall 
dream dreams, and on my ſervants and on my hand- 
maidens I will pour out in thoſe days of my Spirit.” 
Then having ſpoken much of Chriſt, he faith, 
* Him whom ye have taken and by wicked hands 
Frucified and flain, is exalted to the right hand of 


A God, and having received of the Father the promiſe 


of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye 
now ſee and hear. „Therefore let all the houſe of 


I ſrael know affuredly; that God has made that ſame 


Jeſus whom ye have crucified both Lord and Chriſt.“ 
"Fo this diſcourſe of St. Peter the Holy Spirit ſo ſet 
his ſeal that many, who mocked before, were {truck 
to the heart, and cried out,“ What ſhall we do!“ 
Peter anſwered; ** Repent and be baptized for the 
remiſſion of tins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, for the promiſe is unto you and to your | 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 


the Lord our God ſhall call.” 1 
22 „„%%ͤ;ũ — 
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This had ſuch a bleſſed effect upon all that heard 
the word, that the ſame day was added to the 
church of God three thouſand ſouls, may the Lord 
£0 on to add to his people, by means of the ſame 
_ goſpel, till all the earth is covered with his know- 


ledge as the waters cover the ſea, and all fleſh have 


| ſeen the ſalvation of God. „ 
I ſhall ſpeak but little of the doctrine of repen- 
tance, and of baptiſm, &c. now, becauſe my de- 


ligne is to open eſpecially this great doctrine of the 


gift of the Holy Gcoſt. 


I know in this degenerate age, I might ſay, in 


this ſinful and adulterous generation, no doctrine has 
been leſs regarded, or believed than this; for how 


many deny entirely the inſpiration of the Spirit? 
And others content themſelves without it, as if it 


was not material if they have it or not; whereas 
none can be ſaved who have not Chriſt in them the 
hope of glory. I ſhall therefore ſhew out of the 


ſcriptures, that this promiſe of the Father was fore- 
told by the prophets and confirmed by the Lord Je- 
ſus and his apoſtles, as neceſſary to everlaſting ſal- 


vation, only I will firſt ſpeak a few words of the 


doctrine of repentance, of baptiſm and of remiſſion 


of ſins, and purſue my purpoſe as I have faid. 


Repentance is, like the Holy Ghoſt, and ſorgive- 


_ neſs of ſins, &c. a gift of God. He ſhall give re- 

pentance and remiſſion of ſins to Iſrael.“ It has been 
a deceit of ſatan to perſuade people they can repent 

When they pleaſe, and this keeps half the world eaſy 

in their f T 

chaſte, the drunkards, the ſwearers and liars, with 

all the friends of the world and lovers of pleaſure, 


ns. The revellers, the robbers, the un- 


go on thinking one day to repent and be good, and 


when the Holy Spirit awakens their conſciences to 
a ſenſe of their danger, and they muſe awhile on 
eee ee ee” 4 


TED 


their condition, and are ready to tremble; or when 


by the ſudden death of ſome near relation or friend, 


or by ſome uncommon tempeſt, or dream, or ſer- 
mon, or by reading the ſcriptures, or by ſickneſs, 


or eſcaping ſome great danger, the Lord is pleaſed 


to ſhake their hearts, they ſoon find ways to put 
all by, as Felix did Paul, with, Go thy way for 


this time, when I have a convenient ſeaſon I will 


call for thee,” Fm 4 get ſome merry company, 
ſome play, ſing, drink, or walk out, and with the 


promiſe of turning ere long to the Lord, or re- 


penting before they die, they lull to ſleep in a car- 
nal ſecurity their poor ſouls, till perhaps before they 
are aware they ruſh into hell, as a horſe ruſhes into 
the battle, and repentance is hid from them till-it 


be too late, „% LL 
Oh! did theſe poor men know what true repen- 
tance was, they would not reſt till they had obtain- 


ed a heart of God, truly ſorry that they had fo wick- 
edly lived, to the grief of our Lord Jeſus; they 
would mourn for him whom they had pierced, as 
one mourneth for his only ſon, nor could they be 


ſatisfied: till they had found his pardon. Where a 


true repentance is, the ſoul hungers and thirſts after 


righteouſneſs, and mourns for a Saviour, and will 
not be comforted without him. They leave all 
their fins, and hate the very places where they have 
done amiſs; and beſide a ſenſe of their eriginal fin, 


or ſinful nature, their hardneſs of heart and filthy 
ſtate weighs them down ſo that they can forget to 
eat, but day and night, in bed or up, their heart 


and ſoul cries: out for mercy till they get mercy, 
This is a repentance not to be repented of, TO 
be ſorry for a ſeaſon, and then go back again asa 
lis vomit, or the waſhed ſow to wallow in the 
mire, is at beſt but a dog's repentance, and the na- 
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ture is not changed nor the heart altered nor ſoften- 
ed in the blood of Chriſt at all. Do not content 


dep e e it, for it is nothing; but if ye would 


e ſaved aſk of the Prince of Peace, who gives re- 


pentance, and he will do it for you. One tender 


look from him can melt the heart of ſtone, as it did 


Peter, and do the deed at once. Do not, Oh! do 
not trifle with it, and think you can return when 


you will, leſt to your hurt you find it with you as 
$* Efau, who found no place of repentance, though he 


. 1 it carefully with tears.“ 


f baptiſm I ſhall ſay little, becauſe] praiſe thoſe 


who uſe the baptiſm of water in faith, in the name 


of the Lord. It is Juſt and right, and muſt not be 


Mlighted ; yet I know there is but one true baptiſm, 


and that is of the Spifit, the baptiſm of the Holy 


| Ghoſt, and without which all other baptiſms are but . 
faint ſhadows, EF eo RT TG 
John the baptiſt baptized to repentance, but the 


later apoſtles of Chriſt for remiſſion of fins; and in 


the very act of baptiſm ſome have received remi e 


of their ſins and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; but 


our Saviour is not confined in ſuch caſes, for many 

have been baptized among us who neither know 
what repentance or remiſſion of ſins. mean, but are 
without both. Oh! let ſuch come to our Saviour, 
and he will forgive them; he will blot out their fin 


and they ſhall know it here upon earth to their great 


joy and comfort; the Holy Spirit will comfort them 

with manifeſting and applying the blood of Chriſt. 
to their hearts, and in this there is nothing more 

needful than a living faith, , God does not aſk any 
great thing of us, he does not require us to perform 
ſome ſevere taſk, ere we can attain this, but it is 
the free gift of God, and whoever believes in him 
wall receive remiſſion of fins, Oh! that none here 


Would 


if 


Fo i 


would reſt without it a day longer, but aſk it of 
Jieſus Chriſt, who was exalted alſo to give forgive- 
Neſs of ſins to his people, and they ſhould ſoon fee 


my have not aſked in vain. 


wy now come to ſpeak of the promiſe of the Father 5 
concerning the Holy Spirit, and to 1 of his office, | 


&c. in the world. 


Ezekiel had ſaid from the Lord, « will ſp rin- 
kle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be denn 


from all your filthineſs, and from all your 70 
will I cleanſe you, a new heart alſo will I 

ou, and a new Spirit alfo will I put within Gas 

I will put my Spirit within you.” Jeremiah — 


ſait 


ſons and daughters, upon the ſervants and hand- 
maidens;“ or, as St. Peter expreſſes it, „ on all, 
as many as the Lord our God ſhould pal; * The 


apoſtles always promiſed the Holy Spirit to ſuch as 
believed; and St. Paul aſked it as a neceſſary queſ- 


tion, Have you received the Holy Ghoſt ? and af- 


Fa boldly, If any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt he is none of his.“ This was our Saviour's 
doctrine he ſaid, ** I will not leave you cemfortleſs, 
I will ſend you the Holy Ghoſt, even the Spirit of 


truth, whom the world cannot receive becauſe th 


have not ſeen him neither known him, but ye know I: 


—_ 


dim, for he is with you and ſhall be in you.“ 


It is moſt ſure that the churches of our nations i | 
| E alſo; or why i is it ſaid, “ All works dons _ 
. before "#3 


* See the Thiny-nine Articles, 5 
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. 4 of the ſame, Iſaiah alſo had ad, „Thus 
the Lord, I will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed * 
and my bleſſing. upon thine offspring.“ Zecharialt _ 
| hinted alſo at the ſame; but Joel had been more 
eſpecially particular, becauſe formerly it was eſ- 
teemed only the privilege of ſeers and miniſters, 
therefore he ſaid © It ſhould be poured out upon the 
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before the grace of Chriſt and the inſpiration of his 


Spirit are not pleaſant to God.“ And again, Godly 


_ perſons feel in themſelves the workings of God's Holy 


Spirit, but curious and carnal perſons lacking the 


Spirit of Chriſt, are thruſt by the devil into wretched 


and unclean living, no leſs perilous than deſpair,” 
Alſo there the prayer of David is uſed, * Take not 


thy Holy Spſrit from us, and cleanſe the thoughts of | 
our hearts by the inſpiration of thy Holy 3 that 


we may perſectly love thee,” & c. Alſo, Grant that 
we being regenerate and made thy children by adop- 


tion and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy 


Spirit.“ Alſo, God who didſt teach the hearts of 
thy faithful people, by ſending to them the light of 
the Holy Spirit, grant us by the ſame Spirit to have 


a right judgment in all things, and evermore to re- 
joice in his holy comfort.“ How can men who deny 
_ «the gift of the Spirit now, and uſe theſe prayers, 


eſcape mocking of God, and drawing near to him 


with their lips when their hearts are far from him? 
[Dreadful is their caſe indeed, they have ears and 
do not hear, they have eyes and ſee not, they pray 


but not with the Spirit, nor with the underſtanding, 


and muſt not look to receive any good thing from the 
hand of the Lord; they cannot receive it, they do 
not believe the promiſes of God, but ſtagger at them 


through unbelief. 


I .3jhSee office of the Holy Spirit our Saviour has ſet 
down to be three-fold, namely, © He ſhall convince 

the world of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judg- 
PFirſt, he ſaith, ** He ſhall convinee of ſin becauſe 
| my believe not in me. ??????? „%% OW yetes 


his fin of unbelief, ever ſince our firſt parents 


were ſeduced to diſbeliepe God in the garden of 


W 86h 


nl: 


Eden, when he ſaid, * In the day that ye eat theres _ 
of,” i. e. the forbidden fruit, “ ye ſhall ſurely die.“ 
is ſo deeply rooted in the heart, in the mind and na- 


ture, that nothing but Almighty God can convince 
a Man duly of it. F 


It ſhould ſeem a ſtrange thing to tell Jews that 


they did not believe, at a time too when their reli- 


gious worſhip was at the higheſt pitch of grandeur 
and order, and when all nations looked upon them 
as the city of perfection, the joy of the whole earth; 
but it would appear far more ſtrange to attempt to 
prove to people who profeſs chriſtianity, and the 
ſerious ſort of theſe too, who have had the ftrifteſt 
education, kept to the public worſhip, read the 


ſcriptures, and heard ſermons, ſhunned bad com- 


| pany, and uſed much prayer in private, that after 
all, it is eaſy to be deceived and be without faith 

in Chriſt, I am ſure this was my caſe from my 
youth; I aimed fancerely at righteouſneſs, and wane 
ted to be faved, yet had I died in that ſtate, I do 
not know what would have become of me, for 1 
am perſuaded, though I watched, faſted and pray- 
ed much, gave alms, frequented the ſacrament, 
f could think of to make my conſcience 

eaſy, yet I was entirely a ſtranger to faith. and did 
not know what believing in him meant. As often 


as I ſtrove to cry peace to my heart, and to think 


myſelf right, ſo often was the Lord pleaſed, as it 
were, to impreſs upon my mind, Vet lackeſt 
thou one any, But as I never heard any one 


\ 
_ 


9 ſcruple their 


my heart opened my eyes, and made me ſee and 


feel I had no confidence in Chriſt. I did not be- 
lieve in him for remiſſion of my fins ; for to ſpeak. 
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„ aith, if that came at all into my 
thoughts I would not ſuffer it, till one greater than 
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truly, I believed nothing more than à heathen GE 


turk: I thought if I did all in my power, and was 


obedient to the commandments, prayed many times 
in a day, faſted often, attended the church ſervice, 
the ſacrament, helped the poor, refrained from groſs 
fins &c. I ſhould be accepted, and of the righ=_ 
teonſneſs of Chriſt I expected no more than, that in 
caſe I fell ſhort it ſhould help to mend my righ- 
_ teouſneſs, I did not believe any one had his Spirits 
or knew remiffion of ſins. My heart had no real 


benefit from his death or blood-ſhedding, more than 


à ſerious Jew; nothing that could make me happy 
or deliver me from the fear of death or the power of 
ſin; my nature remained the ſame, only I waſhed * 
and made clean the outſide of the cup and platter, 
1 garniſhed the tomb and whited the wall, but with: _ 
in 1 felt the old ſtainings, the ſame bad tempers an 
ill affections, When I ſaw this, and knew with all 
my glorious profeſſion, I had not faith; my heart 
— ſunk, and I became more and more concerned and 
_ reſtleſs, till our Saviour gave me to believe, and 
ended my fcars. In ſuch a ſtate as I was in before I 
experienced this, I would not have ventured to de- 
part this life for all the gold in Arabia. Faith in 


Chriſt is not a light matter, or what can be learned 


zs any other art, It is not conſenting to the truth 
of the ſcriptures, or confeſſing Chriſt, or acknow- 
W Jedging the myſtery of the Trinity, and finging ſuch 
and ſuch articles; for though all this is well, yet it 
does not ſave the ſoul, it is not a juſtifying faith, it 


is not laying hold on him, and getting his righteouſ- 


_ neſs; but all this can be held, and. we reinain, as 
touching the faith, reprobate ; therefore muſt the 

| Holy Ghoſt, who only knows the depths of ſatan's 
dceceits, and the deſperate wicked hears, convince 1 
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this unsern and condemning ſin. He does not ay 
he ſhall convince the world of fin becauſe of drutt- 
kenneſs, Idolatry, diſobedience to parents, murders, 
adulteries, witchcrafts; &c. for the law has pointed 
out theſe, and curſed the doers of them, and there- 


fore it is ſaid, © By the law 1s the knowledge o 


ſin;'“ but even this is meant only in relation to the 
fruits, as the way to convince a man that a tree is 
bad, would be to ſhew him the bad fruits, and his 
mouth muſt be ſtopped; ſo the law, to convince of 
the fallen and depraved nature, condemns all works 
of darkneſs and unrighteouſneſs, but goes no far- 
ther; the Holy Ghoſt only lays the ax to the root of 
the tree, and convince us, that the reaſon of all ſins 
and offences is a heart impure and corrupt, an un- 
believing and faithleſs heart, which does not believe 
to ſalvation, Our Saviour has concluded all in un- 
belief, and made it plain in the goſpel that we are 
not loft on account of Adam's tranſgreſſion, nor be- 
cauſe we have ſinned, for a remedy is prepared, a 
cure is found for both theſe : but who comes not to 
him by faith, who has not ſuch a faith by means: of. 
which they can know him, ſpeak with him, receive 
him, and be waſhed and ſaved by him, he dies in his 
nins and cannot enter into his reſt; and why? be- 
cauſe of unbelief. 5 
Had a man faith in the promiſes of God. then ne 
could never ſcruple, If we can have the Spirit? If 
we can be born again here ? If we can know our Sa- 
viour in the world and have eternal life, and the aſ- 
| ſurance of our acceptance with God? Becauſe theſe. 
are the benefits of the redemption by Chriſt and if 
we do not believe they are found in this life, we Be. 
lieve nothing. The Turks ſpeak of a paradiſe _. 
another life, the Jon of going to their father Abra- | 
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p ham, the eld heathens boaſted of their walking in 
 elyfian fields after death; but it was only dreams of 
things of which they had no certainty; they died, 
and did hot know whither they were going: So we, 
if we have not the foretaſte of the power of the world 
to come here, if we have not the kingdom of heaven 


within us, and the earneſt of our everlaſting inheri- 


tance, we are alſo in the dark and in uncertainty, 
and are in no better ſtate than thoſe who never heard 
_ Chriſt named; for at laſt, all the real hope we have 
muſt be, becauſe we have lived ſober or religiouſly, 
or been obedient, &c. and our boaſt of truſting in 
Jeſus and his blood and merits, will prove to have 
| been only in words, When the Holy Spirit con- 
vinces therefore of fin, all the ſelf-righteouſneſs, all 


dependance upon our religion and morality tumble 


like Babylon to the ground, and poor, and naked, 
and blind, and miſerable, the foul thirſts for the re- 
velation of Jeſus Chrift, and for “ thoſe times of 
' refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord.“ Nothing 


cCuan ſatisfy ſuch but the whiſper of the Redeemer to 
_ the heart, © Your righteouſneſs is of me, I am your 


ſalvation ;” and till this is brought about, the Spirit 


helps to pray with groanings which cannot be ut- 


tered ; he teaches: them to aſk after the will of God. 
and leads the ſoul on till he has brought it to the 
blood of Chriſt, which is the well of life, and then 
he bids it drink, yea drink abundantly. He lifts up 
the blind eyes, which he had anointed with his eye- 
falve, to the croſs, and ſhews the ranſom ; he di- 
refs them to look and be ſaved, to believe and Tow 


* :Ceive the remiſſion of their fins. 
Ĩ his brings me to the ſecond thing which our r 82 


viour mentions as the work of the Holy Ghoſt, 


g which oy to convince of Hghmouſnels, becauſe, Ln 
ES aith | 


1 

faith he, I go to the Father and ye ſee me ns 
more. „„ 0 
As no man can duly convince his brother of 


the ſin of unbelief, ſo neither can one aſſure ano-— 


ther that he is righteous: This alſo is the work 
of God. . „„ 


| Whoever can be perſuaded that he is a good 


man and righteous is unwiſe, becauſe he truſts 
upon man, and builds upon the word of fleſh, 


and has men blind as himſelf to be his comfor- 
ters. Miſerable comforters are they all. But 
the children of God have dug deeper, and though 


they have not ſeen our Saviour bodily, who is 
now gone to the Father and will perhaps be ſeen 
no more till he comes in clouds and every eye 


hall ſee him, yet I ſay, though they ſee him not, 
vet believing in him, they have a divine oonh- 
_ dence and feeling of his love and preſence, as 
ſure as if they did fee him, and they rejoice in 
bim with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


© Blefſed are they who have not ſeen and yet 
have believed.” 1 


for it would be eaſy afterwards to doubt and rea- 


ſon if it was not a deluſion, a fancy, or ſatan _ 


transformed to deceive us; but the“ Spirit is 
the witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is truth” and can- 


not deceive; and he does not only once ot twice 
give us a glimpſe of the lovely Jeſus, and him 
our bodies his temple, 


_ erucifed, but he makes 


1 
P . 


his faith is the gift of God, 
and keeps the ſoul more bleſſed and unſhaken 
than if their eyes had ſeen or their hands handled 
the Son of Man. If an angel could appear to 

one and tel] him of his being in the favour of 
God, and beloved by him, it would not have 
the effect upon us which we at firſt might imagine; 
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„„ 

ne comes in and dwells with us, will never leave 
or forſake us, but will abide with us for ever. 
He comforts beyond all pious friends, and glo- 
rifies our Saviour ſo before us as no preacher 
can: He aſſures our hearts and writes and ſtamps 
his mind there, ſo as no angel can do it, and 
puts it beyond all doubt, that Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs are ours, that his merits are impu- 
ted to our faith, and we ſtand thereby without 
ſpot and wrinkle or any ſuch thing before the 
throne, clothed in this long white robe. A man 
through his help can believe in Jeſus as his true 
Lord and God; can truſt all upon his atone- 
ment, if he had ten thouſand ſouls ; he receives 
the end of his faith, namely, his ſalvation, and 
is forgiven, waſhed, juſtified, and ſanctified in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus and by the Spirit of 

our God, „ | 

Hle believes and knows that he is a child of 
God, and has therefore the Spirit of adoption in 
his heart. The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs 


with our ſpirits that we are the children of God. 


He hath the witneſs in himſelf, even eternal 


life,“ and all this comes only through the death _ 


and obedience of our Saviour, „who is made to 

us righteouſneſs and ſalvation” received through 
Faith, and manifeſted by the Holy Ghoſt to our 
- unſpeakable joy and comfort. From this part 
of his divine office and work, and becauſe he al- 

- lays our fears of death, hell and judgment, wipes 

the tears away, and eaſes us in all trials, temp- 


| tations, and burdens, and in our laſt hours bears 


us up with an holy confidence, and gives us like 
Moſes from the top of Piſgah, to look over into 
our good land and depart joyfully hence, — 


[ * 


has merited that name the Comforter. Oh! may 


he be ſuch a comforter to you and your children | 


all the days of your life. 
I come now to ſpeak of the third part of his 
work, and that is, He ſhall convince you of 


judgment, becauſe the prince of this world is 


Judged,” 
The Holy Spirit does not only thoroughly awa- 
ken a ſoul, and ſhew it the righteouſneſs of Je- 


ſus, &c. but makes them © overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb,“ and therefore, without fear of be- 


ing again ſeduced back into the enemy's hands, 
we may go forward, becauſe he is bruiſed under 


our feet. We are faved out of his hands for 
ever; another Lord is our maſter ; we are in 
another kingdom; we do not belong to the 
world; the god of this world has Joſt us with 
equity, and the God of heaven and earth has 


bought and ſaved us, to be Jold. and loſt no 
More. --.. 


We know now who has overcome the dragon 
and his angels, and has the keys of hell and 
death, namely, he who is our beſt friend, our 
Lord, our Saviour Jeſus. In this reſpect there- ö 
„ ene does the Spirit comfort us, and ſeal us to 
the day of redemption, We ſhall not periſh, ſa- 
tan cannot pluck us out of our Redeemer's 
hands, he is now judged to his chains and lake; 
the verdict is given on our ſide, we have overs : 
come by the blood of the Lamb. All praiſe _ 


his holy and bleſſed name! 


But before I conclude this diſcourſe, I welt 8 
ſhew who have a right to receive the Spirit: 
And leſt any ſhould ſuppoſe, becauſe I am a ſin- 
ner and les wickedly, 1 ſhall be excluded wats 
d .. 


— — — 
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ſo great happineſs, let me comfort ſuch by re- 
peating the words of the text, © The promiſe is 
unto you and to your children, and to all, even 
as many as the Lord our God ſhall call.” We 
may not diſpute this truth, it is too plain and 
glaring in the ſcriptures, to be denied; all may 
and muſt have the Spirit of Chriſt in them if they 
will be faved, He ftrives and labours with all, 
© he is with you, and ſhall be in you,” Only 
open your hearts and he will come and ſup with 
you, and you with him, Open the everlaſting 


door, and the King of glory ſhall come in.” 


If you but fee] the want of this heavenly gueſt 


you know what is written farther about this mat- 


ter, Aſk and you ſhall receive; your heavenly 
| T ather will give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk 
Kind this unſpeakable gift, and have him with 
vou and in you to the end of the world! Vea 
may a double portion of this Spirit reſt upon you 
| henceforth for ever and ever. Amen, e 


May this encourage you all to ſeek and 
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An HYMN. 


TO W ſad's my ſtate ? I know not how 
To pleaſe the Lamb, or do his will ? 


Myfelf, and God, I want to know, 
Yet ignorant of both am ill. 


2 I mourn becauſe I cannot mourn, 


I grieve becauſe I cannot grieve; 
hate my fin, yet cannot turn, 
1 hear the truth, but can t believe. 


3 Help leſs am I and feif-condenur'd; 
» + are I ſee my wound; 
I'd come to thee, but am aſham'd ! 


0 where ſhall help for me be found ? 8 


4 Where ſhall ſo great a Grivies run? 2 


Dangers on ev'ry ſide I ſee; 
1 am undone, undone, undone, * 
Valles our Saviour e comes to me. 


” Let pity move thee to appear, 


Sinner-receiving Son of God; 
0 my behalf be kindly near, 


And quench my crying ins with blood, 


6 Reach out thy gentle hand to give | 
Salvation to a wretch diſtreſs'd; 

Give, O dear Saviour to be lieve, 
A weary ſou] who 1 wants a reſt, 


| 
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3 FO 
71 know thy open wounds afford 
Eternal refuge unto ſome; 


There would I fly, my deareſt Lad. 
0 peak, and tell me there is room. 


8 This if thou doſt, I atk no more, 
Glad would I for thy chariot wait; 
"And when I ſtand on Sion's ſhore, _ 
I'Il worſhip ever at thy fret, 


